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bringing some food, which we found very acceptable.
Mr Nicholls also returned the letters which had been
despatched to Benares, as the messenger stated the
European guard at the bridge there had not permitted
him to pass; but we strongly suspected that he never
went.

" In the evening the trampling of horses was heard,
and it was rumoured that English soldiers had arrived.
This, however, was not true. A gentleman, Mr Collins,
however, had arrived from Mr Nicholls, who had re-
turned to his factory at sunset, and thinking we should
be more comfortable there than here, had sent the
doctor's carriage and a strong guard of horsemen and
footmen to take us to Pessewar. After a long consultation
with the Lalla and some friendly thakoors, we decided on
proceeding thither, and in about two hours reached the
factory. In the afternoon of the next day a letter was
brought from the Commissioner of Benares, addressed
to ' Any Europeans hiding at Karrakut/ The commis-
sioner wrote to say that twelve volunteers, with twelve
of the irregular cavalry (natives), would be sent out to
escort us in, but as he mistrusted the native cavalry,
he wished first of all to ascertain whether we were at
Karratat or not. In reply, we begged him not to send
a native escort. However, in the course of the evening,
we got another letter, to the effect that twelve European
soldiers would be sent with th% volunteers, and that
they would shortly be with us. A Mr Philpots, the
road overseer, arrived at Pessewar either on Sunday or
this day. He had been robbed by villagers on the road,